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News in
brief…
Head’s
commendations:

Saahil Karun Oliver Gavish Narian Farhan –

Y1
Y2
Y3
Y4
Y5
Y6

Nursery Star of the
Week:

Serren – awarded for
working hard within all
areas of learning.

A note from the Headmaster

Last week, the Prep assembly provided a thoughtful reflection
on the views of children being evacuated or living through the
blitz in World War II. Meanwhile the Senior assembly provided
a consideration of the Holocaust memorial, all this coinciding
with the 75th anniversary of the liberation of prisoners from
Auschwitz. Whilst both assemblies contained ideas that seem
alien and harrowing to modern times in the UK, they illustrate
the sincerity that children can bring to such occasions and help
us all learn lessons for the future. My thanks to all the staff and
pupils who led such poignant presentations.
As a school, one of our important duties is to prepare the children for their future. This
can be quite a challenge, partly due to the immediate pressures of exams, entrance
tests and the like, but also because of its unknown quality. Many of the careers that we
think of today will be increasingly automated by 2030, with Artificial Intelligence also
changing the scope of what human interaction is required. It has been suggested by
some futurologists that the vast majority of jobs that our children will go into are not in
existence currently! Hence preparing for the future has its tricky aspects. At Hydesville
Tower School, we are looking at this now to ensure our children will be ready. Some of
this is tracking how we can develop the necessary character in the children, through our
classroom, clubs and residential opportunities. We are also looking at what authorities
such as the World Economic Forum, the OECD and UNICEF are suggesting will be the
skills needed for 2030 and beyond, to ensure that our pupils develop in these ways.
Although at the drawing board stage now, the leadership team is considering how to
ensure Hydesville gives your child the best education for now, but also for the rest of
their life. Exciting times, and we are keen to share more of this with you as the details
emerge.
I hope you have a great weekend, and will join me in wishing Mrs Chand a Happy
“Special” Birthday!

We are the Champions!

We are very excited to announce that Year 4 Math’s
team comprising Avnie-Mae, Safin, Jasveer and Viren
won the King Edwards School (KES) Maths Competition
yesterday!
The talented team took on teams from eight other
independent schools from across the region, proving
themselves as worthy winners, performing brilliantly and
representing Hydesville incredibly well. The teacher from
The Shrubbery, who worked with our team during the
competition, said that the children did an excellent job
of working as a team. They also had the chance to take
part in a maths lesson led by a teacher from KES and
then a talk on shapes delivered by Katie from Think
Maths. Well done to you all; what a fantastic achievement!

Reception Star of
the Week:

Jemima – awarded for
growing in confidence
and
independently
applying herself to all
areas of learning.

Mad Science Holiday Club

With the February Half Term just around the corner,
we wanted to let parents know about a Holiday Club
open to pupils aged 4-12. Letters went out earlier
this week and Prep children enjoyed a Mad Science
assembly on Monday, complete with explosions and
chemical reactions!
Mad Science will be back during February Half Term
- on Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th February offering a Science themed Holiday Club to children
aged 4 – 12. The camps are full days and jam
packed with science experiments, physical activity
and games. Each day is a completely different topic all led by a super exciting and
dynamic Mad Scientist!
Find out more here:
https://register.madscience.org/westmidlands/camp.aspx

Friday night at the (Hydesville) movies!
Performer of the
Week:

Tamika (Y3) – awarded
for always doing
excellent singing.

Prep pupils enjoyed a lovely end to their
week last Friday when shared a special
‘Movie Night’ with their friends.
The event was organised by Pupil Voice
and children had a great time relaxing with
each other at the end of a busy
week. After enjoying ice-lollies and
snacks, the children settled down to watch
Toy Story 4 and Spiderman into the
Spider-Verse.
Great fun was had by all!

Introducing our Senior
School reading
mentors

Senior pupils in Years 7-10 have
been busy this week, launching a
C
Reading Mentor scheme where
o
they are buddying up with pupils
n
in Prep School to support them
g
with their independent reading.
r
They will be using our newly
a
refurbished library, ‘The Hive’, to
t
create a buzz about reading.
u
All
of
the
Year
9
pupils
pictured
here
have
a
reading
age above average and have
l
demonstrated
excellent
progress
in
our
Accelerated
Reader
scheme. Well done pupils!
a
t
i
o
n
s
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Senior Pupils of the Week

Form 1 – Atasi for writing such a powerful,
moving poem for Holocaust Remembrance
Day.
Form 2 - Ruhaan for catching up with his
work so efficiently.
Form 3 – Sahban for settling in so well to
Hydesville life.
Form 4 – Fahad for increased focus in
class.
Form 5 – Priya for achieving 100%
attendance.
Form 6 - Noor for her improved organisation skills.
Form 7 - Kushy for achieving 100% attendance.

Prep School Awards and Achievements
Well done to the Prep School children who took part in a handwriting competition before
Christmas. Mr Honey had a tough job picking the winners, who were announced as….
Year 1
1st place – Tianna-Rose
2nd place – Jasmine K
3rd place - Katie
Year 2
1st place – Ruby
2nd place – Yusuf
3rd place - Iyla
Year 3
1st place – Tamika
2nd place – Martin
3rd place - Zak
Overall winner: Ruby

Year 4
1st place – Safin
2nd place – Cynthia
3rd place - Gursim
Year 5
1st place – Narian
2nd place – Karina
3rd place - Shriya

Year 6
1st place – Simran
2nd place – Rayah
3rd place - Chaaya

Overall winner: Narian

Well done to Safin in Year 4 and Narian in Year 5 for receiving
their pen license this week!

The following children received their Young
Writers certificates last week, but were absent
from assembly as they were at Young Voices.
Congratulations to you all: Roman, Viren, Mayna,
Aahil, Mustafa, Safa, Zakir, Anaiya, Simar &
Rayah.

Well done to Gursim in Year 4 for great work in the swimming
pool…she achieved her Shark 2 award!

Brogan in Year 2 continues to excel in
dance; this week receiving two rosettes.

Our chess champion, Shriya, in Year 5 does it again!
Following successes in regional
tournaments she has received a call up to play for England!
This achievement is absolutely
astonishing, and has even been
reported on the front page of the
Express & Star newspaper.
Congratulations Shriya!

Notices/reminders:
Nursery sound of
the week

Here is this week’s phonic link for learning at home:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oiu_YmW_Efk

This week’s letters
home

Each week we will share with you a list of the letters we have sent
out.
They are all available to view on the school website here:
https://www.hydesville.com/parents/letters-home/
This week’s letters are:
Nursery:
 Nursery dental visit – 5th Jan
Prep:
 Y5 Dodgeball (selected pupils only)
 Y3 & 4 Residential trip to Edgmond Hall
Senior:



Y11 Parents’ Evening
Y9 What Career Live trip

Nursery &
Reception
reminders

A reminder that next Wednesday (5th February), the dental
practitioner from WS4 Dental Practice will be visiting Nursery and
Reception pupils.

Annual parent
survey

Our annual parent survey is still open. Currently, almost half of
parents have completed it. Thank you to those of you who have
taken the time to complete it and for those of you who haven’t but
would like to, it will remain open until Tuesday of next week.

Senior Poetry By
Heart Competition

The Senior Poetry By Heart Competition is an exciting national
competition. Our knockout round will take place in the hall at 1.30
pm on Monday 11th February. All pupils taking part should make
sure they have registered their poems with Mrs Booth.

Christmas Jumper
Day

We are delighted to announce we raised £158.70 from our
Christmas Jumper Day in December. Thanks to everyone for
supporting this fantastic cause.

Following up from
this week’s PEG
meeting

Thank you to those parents who joined us at our Spring Term PEG
meeting on Wednesday evening. We have uploaded the
presentation from the event to the school website, here:

https://www.hydesville.com/prep-school/prep-curriculum/

Congratulations to the following Prep School classes who
achieved 100% attendance this week: RD, RJ, 1E, 3CW, 4C and 6B
Congratulations to the following Senior School Form who
achieved the highest attendance (99%) this week: Form 5

Year 11 ‘Spotlight on Careers’



A reminder that the deadline for Sixth Form applications for Queen Mary’s
Grammar School is Thursday 6th February.
Also, to let pupils know that James Watt College in Great Barr (part of BMet) has
an Open Event on Wednesday 26th February, 4 pm – 7 pm. This is an excellent
opportunity to find out more about their courses in Media & Games Design.
These courses provide excellent opportunities for progression into the creative
industries and beyond. Courses range from level 1 – 3.

Dates & After-School Clubs coming up week commencing 3rd February:
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

Children's University First Aid Course: Y4 - 6
After School Clubs:
Art: Y5 & Y6 (3.45 – 4.45 pm)
Art Club: Seniors, excluding KS4 (3.45 – 4.45 pm)
Drama: Seniors (3.45 – 4.30 pm)
After School Clubs:
Drama: Upper Prep (3.45 – 4.45 pm)
MAT Problem Solving Club: Y5 & Y6 selected pupils
only (3.45 – 4.30 pm)
GCSE Art Club (3.45 – 5.00 pm)
Dental Visit: Nursery
Parents’ Evening: Y11, 4.00 – 6.00 pm
Vaccinations: Y9 (morning)
Themed lunch: Brazilian Day - Mardi Gras
After School Clubs:
11Plus Tuition sessions: Y4 & Y5 (5.30 – 6.30 pm)
Musical Theatre: Upper Prep (4.00 - 4.30 pm)
Nursery Stay & Play session: 1.30 – 3.00 pm (for
prospective Nursery families)
Real Apprentice Event, West Bromwich Albion FC:
Y9 & Y10 (11.30 – 12.30 pm)
After School Clubs:
Karate: Prep School (3.50 – 4.50 pm)

Thursday 6th February’s
themed lunch menu is….

