
  

 

News in 
brief… 
 
 

  A note from the Headmaster 
It is a great pleasure to welcome Mr Colley as our new Assistant   

Caretaker. He has settled in quickly and has already proved a  

wonderful appointment with his positive attitude and willingness 

to support the work in and around school. Many pupils and 

parents will quickly get to know him through his work ensuring 

the safety of people on site, as he patrols the gate at the start 

and end of the day. As you will know, we want to ensure that there 

is no risk to pedestrians or cyclists from cars driving on to the site, 

so Mr Colley’s role to manage the flow of traffic is essential. I am 

sure you will welcome his tireless efforts and infectious 

enthusiasm! 
This has been a week with a large number of assessments going on across many 

areas of the school pupil population. In a way it creates a quieter environment, as 

pupils fastidiously prepare for and sit the tests and exams involved. Little wonder that 

there is more excitement in the voices when they have some break time. Assessments 

are an important part of school life, since they give a chance for a summative view of 

the learning that has arisen. Personally, I would always trust a teacher’s judgement as 

the best indicator of a child’s knowledge and understanding, since they see that 

person day after day, and knows their strengths and weaknesses. However, we must 

be pragmatic about the importance of exams at various stages of school life (and 

beyond), so checking how pupils fare under these conditions is essential. I hope that 

the feedback to the pupils proves informative as to what needs to happen next for 

their potential to be secured. 

The Christmas tree is up, the decorations have been tied, and thoughts are turning to 

traditional conclusions to the year. Information will be coming out soon regarding the 

Fair, nativities and the Carol Concert. We look 

forward to sharing these magical occasions with 

you all. 

Kindest regards for the weekend… 

 

Scholarship Information Evening  

Parents might be aware that we offer a range of 

scholarships for entry into our Year 7.  Families in 

Year 6 in particular might be interested in finding 

out more as they are currently thinking about their 

child’s options for secondary school entry in 

September 2020.  We would therefore like to invite you to come along to our 

Scholarship Information Event on Thursday 5th December at 4pm.  

We will explain more about the process of applying for a Scholarship, as well as provide 

valuable, practical advice and guidance about how best to prepare pupils for the 

Scholarship process. There will also be the chance to meet Miss Jenkins, Head of Senior 

School, and to find out more about Senior School life at Hydesville.  * Parents with 

children in Year 5 might also like to join us at this event, so that they are prepared when the 

time comes for their son or daughter to apply for a Scholarship this time next year. 
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Nursery Star of the 
Week: 

 
Zephyr – awarded for 

always trying hard and 

becoming confident in 

the Nursery routines. 
 

 

    
 
Reception Star of 
the Week: 
 
Alisha – awarded for 

being an independent 

learner. 
 

     

  
 

 



  

 
Reception’s lesson in road safety 

To celebrate Road Safety Week, Reception spent 

their Forest School session in Walsall Arboretum 

learning about keeping safe when crossing roads. 

Pupils had the chance to cross a pretend road to 

put what they had learnt into practice. All children 

patiently waited by the pavement edge, looked 

left and right, listened for traffic and then walked 

safely across the road. 

Miss Jhaj and Mrs Dowen are proud to report all children passed with flying colours. 

Well done Reception!  

 
Meet VICTAR… 
On Monday, Year 9 were visited by a film crew to conduct a pilot run for a potential 

launch of a new careers’ software programme. 

VICTAR is a personal and independent careers guide to 

help young people launch their future career. Supported 

by key partnerships and credible resources, VICTAR is able 

to match young people, their personality and interests to 

the careers that suit them the most. More importantly, 

once they arrive at their 

chosen career they are able 

to see key statistics and information about the role such 

as how much they could earn and careers growth 

potential, as well as a video recorded by industry 

professionals.   However, it doesn’t stop there, once 

satisfied with the selected career, VICTAR then shows the 

academic, vocational and apprenticeship study options available to pupils, as well as 

the specific courses and locations they can study at to reach their career goal.  

What a clever VICTAR! 

 

Quick round up from across the School 
 Our youngest pupils celebrated Nursery Rhyme Week with 

fancy dress and a special Mad Hatter’s themed tea party. 

There were some great costumes on display and the fruit and 

cakes were a hit with all! 

 

 Pupils in Year 10 had a great 

day at the World Skills Show at 

Birmingham’s NEC.   

They gathered lots of information on 

careers, higher education, 

employment and apprenticeships. 

 

 Reception children rolled up their sleeves, put on 

their aprons and baked Christmas cookies 

yesterday!  

The finished cookies all looked yummy, we hope 

parents enjoyed them.   

 

 

Performer of the 
Week: 
 
Isabella (Y8) – 
awarded for sight 

reading the walking 

bass line on guitar in 

lesson and performing it 

successfully as part of 

an ensemble. 

 
 

    

 

Sports Pupil of the 
Week: 
 
Karam (Y9) – awarded 

for working hard in 

kickboxing lessons on a 

Tuesday afternoon. 
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11+ Centre of Excellence 
update 
Families might be aware that we launched 

our Centre for Excellence in 11+ 

Preparation at the start of this academic 

year in Prep School.  A term in and all is 

going really well! 
Year 6 pupils sat their 11+ tests in 

September and we are really proud of the 

scores achieved by the year group.  The 

results are a culmination of the hard work and dedication from all staff who have 

taught them and the children’s resilience and determination to be successful.   

Our 11+ programme commences in Year 2 and continues through to Year 6 via 

classroom timetabled sessions and complemented by our use of the online learning 

platform, BOFA, which is utilised as a homework in Years 3 to 6. There are 

opportunities for immersion weeks and summer holiday activities though Year 5 and 

as children join Year 6.   

Staff who are well-versed in the 11+ process also offer weekly tuition sessions after 

school on a Thursday to small groups of Years 4 and 5 pupils for an additional fee. 

These sessions continue throughout the academic year, with ten lessons taking place 

each term.  

Spring Term 11+ tuition letters have been distributed this week and reply slips should 

be returned no later than Friday 6th December to Miss Crump.   

For more general information on our 11+ Centre for Excellence, please contact Miss 

Crump or Mrs Kenton or see the School website:  
https://www.hydesville.com/prep-school/centre-for-excellence-for-11-preparation/  

 

Site access arrangements & 
meet Mr Colley 

As part of our commitment to improve the 

safety of our children, parents, staff and 

visitors, we have employed a new member 

of the site team, Mr Colley.   

In addition to supporting all routine site 

activities he will also be supervising on-

site access and parking from 8.30 – 9am 

and after school, once school has  

finished and the minibuses have cleared the site (usually after 4pm) and until 5.15pm. 

There is no change to the school access and parking policy, however this staffing 

change will allow us the ability to ensure compliance. 

If you are directed to park in one of the designated spaces to drop off your children in 

the morning before school starts, please do so, leaving as promptly as possible, to 

allow other families to access the site. If Mr Colley notifies you that the site is full, 

please find alternative parking locations, or return later. 

In the afternoons after school finishes, the same rules apply, however we will also allow 

up to ten cars onto the main playground, as directed and once the minibuses have 

departed the school site. Some spaces will be reserved for Nursery parents, to whom 

priority is given. 

Finally, please note the local authority and the Police are increasing their patrols, to 

enforce local parking restrictions. 

Thank you for your support and compliance in these matters. 

Please see the School website for more information on parking and transport options: 

https://www.hydesville.com/school-life/transport/ 
 

https://www.hydesville.com/prep-school/centre-for-excellence-for-11-preparation/
https://www.hydesville.com/school-life/transport/


  

 
#Hydesvillefamily discounts available at 
Leamore Windows 

Established in 1983, Leamore Windows is an award-

winning and family-run double-glazing installer.  Dedicated 

to delivering home improvements of the highest calibre, they have successfully built up 

an impressive residential, commercial and trade customer base, as well as a remarkable 

repeat-business record. Combined with their unique attitude to customer care and 

satisfaction, they aim to go above and beyond wherever possible. 

 

Leamore Windows is offering Hydesville families a 10% discount off all orders over 

£2000.00, including all supply and install products. Terms and conditions do apply, so 

please see the School website for more information, including details on how to redeem 

the offer: https://www.hydesville.com/hydesville-business-partnership-programme/ 

Find out more about Leamore Windows at https://www.leamorewindows.com/ 

 
Congratulations to the following Senior School Form who  

achieved 100% attendance this week: Form 3 

 
Congratulations to the following Prep School class who  

achieved the highest attendance (98%) this week: 3CW 

 
Senior Pupils of the Week 
Form 1 – Mya for speaking so 

confidently in Prep assembly to 

promote the Christmas presents 

for the elderly campaign. 

Form 2 – Rohan for increased 

efforts. 

Form 3 - Amira for leading in 

Form. 

Form 4 - Amun for a mature 

approach to her mock exams. 

Form 5 - Nabeeha for improved 

attendance and motivation. 

Form 6 - Noor for a positive approach to her 

classwork and homework. 

Form 7 - Shah for supporting charity events. 

 

 

 
 

 
Don’t forget it’s our Christmas Fair on 
Friday, December 13th – we need 

donations for the tombola, raffle and food bank 

stalls, please. 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.hydesville.com/hydesville-business-partnership-programme/
https://www.leamorewindows.com/


  

 
Notices/reminders:        

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery sound of 

the week  

 

Here is this week’s phonic link for learning at home:  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIQQo9eYVqk  
 

Nursery & 

Reception reminder 

 

Please bring in your Nativity costumes, by Monday 2nd 

December. 

 

Age UK Christmas 

Gift Appeal 

 

Thank you to all that have already donated to this worthy cause. 

There is still time to bring in your donations.  The deadline is 

Friday 6th December.  

  

Prep School uniform 
 

Please could we ask that you send your child in their winter coat. 

As blazers are worn in assemblies, these must also be sent to 

school. 

 

Bletchley Park trip 

reminder – Y9 & 

Y10 on 14th Jan 

2020 

 

The deadline for replies for this trip was Thursday 28th 

November.  Please ensure that consent slips and monies are 

returned to the school office no later than Monday 2nd 

December.  

 

After school sports 

clubs  

 

Next week is the last week for all after school sports clubs. 

 

Santa’s Grotto 
 

We still have a few spaces to fill for Santa’s Grotto at the 

Christmas Fair. Please contact the office to book a slot.  

 

This week’s letters 

home 

 
Each week we will share with you a list of the letters we have sent 

out.   

They are all available to view on the school website here: 

https://www.hydesville.com/parents/letters-home/  

 

This week’s letters are: 

Nursery:  

 Nursery & Reception Nativity 

 Sponsored Santa Fun Run 

Prep: 

 

 Spring term 11+ tuition sessions 

 

 Children’s University – UP 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIQQo9eYVqk
https://www.hydesville.com/parents/letters-home/


  

 
Year 11 ‘Spotlight on Careers’  

 
We advise pupils to apply for at least FIVE destinations for Post 16. Please look at 

our careers link on our website for more information on Post 16 options: 

https://www.hydesville.com/senior-school/careers-information-advice-guidance/  

 

Alternatively, please e-mail Miss Fairbrother, Danni.Fairbrother@hydesville.com with 

any questions you may have.   

 

Please note, Miss Jenkins needs all application forms TWO WEEKS before the 

deadline to ensure all references are completed on time. If pupils fail to achieve this 

deadline, their reference may not be completed as required. 

 

Here are dates and details of local colleges or 6th Forms, and deadlines for 

applications: 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dates & After-School Clubs coming up week commencing 2nd December: 

 

College/ 

6th Form 

Deadline for Application 

Walsall College Apply online now 

Queen Mary’s Girls 10th January 2020, online 

Queen Mary’s Grammar 6th Feb 2020 

King Ed Girls 31st Jan 2020 

Barr Beacon 

 

10th January 2020 

King Ed Handsworth 

Grammar Boys 

10th Jan 2020 

King Ed Aston 31st Jan 2020, online 

Sandwell College Online 

Arthur Terry 19th Dec 2019 

Camp Hill Girls 17th Jan 2020 

BOA - Birmingham Ormiston 

Academy 

31st Jan 2020 

Aldridge 11th Jan 2020 

Shire Oak Academy 13th Dec 2019, online 

Streetly Academy ONLINE 

Sandwell Academy 29th Jan 2020 – attend the Admissions 

Evening to obtain an application form – 

this is compulsory 

Bishop Vesey 19th Dec 2019, online 

Cadbury 6th Form College Online 

Monday Nursery Settling-in Morning for Jan 

2020 new starters 

After School Clubs: 

Football Club: Upper Prep (3.45 – 

4.30 pm) 

Chess Club:  Upper Prep & Seniors 

(4.00 - 5.00 pm) 

Drama Club: Seniors (3.45 – 4.30 

pm) 

 

https://www.hydesville.com/senior-school/careers-information-advice-guidance/
mailto:Danni.Fairbrother@hydesville.com
http://www.birminghamormistonacademy.co.uk/contact.php
http://www.birminghamormistonacademy.co.uk/contact.php


  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 5th 

December’s themed 

lunch menu is…. 
 

Tuesday  After School Clubs: 

Drama Club: Upper Prep (3.45 - 

4.45 pm) 

GCSE Art Club: Y10 & Y11 (3.45 - 

5.00 pm) 

Football Club: Seniors (3.45 – 4.30 

pm) 

MAT Problem Solving Club: Y5 & Y6 

(3.45 – 4.30 pm) 

 

Wednesday  Parents’ Evening: Y9 (4.00-6.00 pm) 

After School Clubs: 

Hockey Club: Upper Prep (3.45 – 

4.30 pm) 

 

Thursday Schools’ Carol Festival: Lower Prep 

choir 

Scholarship Information Event for 

current Y5-6 & prospective families 

Themed lunch day: Sausage Day 

After School Clubs: 

Musical Theatre: Upper Prep (3.45 – 

4.30 pm) 

11Plus Tuition sessions: Y4 & Y5 

(5.30 – 6.30 pm) 

 

Friday Y1 & Y2 Christmas Production: 

2.00pm 

Nursery Stay & Play Session for 

prospective families: (1.30-3.00 pm) 

After School Clubs: 

DofE: Y10 (3.45-5.00 pm) 

Karate: Prep School (3.50 – 4.50 

pm) 


